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ABSTRACT

The establishment of the European Communitieseri8s was one of the first steps in the procesteséloping
the European Union as we know it today. Creatiothef European Union marked the beginning of a nhase in
European countries that have made efforts to utatetshe need for the working team. Its fundamemtaliciples were
also established - freedom, democracy and huméitsrigiming to promote economic and social progréesough a
series of international treaties adopted at Eunopewel structures have been established that WeheaEuropean
Union today. These treaties, known as "modifyireaties” began with the Marshall Plan in 1947 andednn 2009
with the well-known Lisbon Treaty. U.E. today opteiathrough a system of supranational independstitutions that
make decisions through negotiation with MemberestaThe most important institutions of the EuropEaion are:
the European Commission, European Parliament, EarogCouncil, European Court of Justice and the faaon
Central Bank. Perhaps the most important achievewfethe European Union is the creation of the pesn single
market comprising a unified system of economic &indncial laws which apply in all member statesgalerules
imposed by the European Union guarantees the feement of people, goods, services and capitalofaan law
promotes common policies in the field of justiceldrome affairs, environment, health, agricultur@nmerce and
agriculture. There is a clear set of rules withiaritime domain, fisheries and regional developméntvas also
established a monetary union, the so-called “EureZzccurrently consists of 17 states. Union has anlined
population of over 500 million, i.e. about 8 % bktworld population. The European Union had an ah@DP of
about 18 trillion U.S. dollars in 2011. That mednss the first in the world bringing together atbdl % of global
GDP.

Keywords. Lisbon treaty; European treaties; European Uni&uiyopean institutions.

without internal frontiers. The agreement betwdsase
countries was signed on June 14, 1985 in the tofvn o
o o . Schengen in Luxembourg. On June 19, 1990 the
The beginning of the unification started with six Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement was
European countries, namely Belgium, France, Germany signed, all such documents consecrating the amolif
ltaly, Luxemburg and the Netherlands that, by theely  controls at internal borders of the signatory stated
of Paris signed on 18 April 1951, established the creating a single external frontier, where checks a
European Coal and Steel Community, designed tocarried out according to a strict common set oésul
manage the production of coal and steel under ammm  Also, common rules on visas, migrants, asylum seeke
market by removing customs barriers. This treatys wa and measures concerning police cooperation, judicia
considered as the foundation of the eternal peatferw  and customs were established. We cannot omit the
Europe after the end of the Second World War. On adoption of the Unique European Act in 1987, which
March 25, 1957, the same signatories decided byedyt  planned a six-year comprehensive program, aimed to
concluded in Rome, creating of the European Ecocomi resolve issues related to free movement of goottsinwi
Community, EEC and the European Atomic Energy the EU. Thus, legal rules and standards were éstabol
Community - Euratom. After changes and improvementsin the area of free movement of goods, servicegitala

?n institutional and Organizational level the.numbas and peop'e across the European Community a|ong with
increased to nine Member States, respectively BaGr  the single market".

Britain, Denmark and Ireland in 1979. In 1981, Geee In 1992 the Maastricht Treaty was signed

joined, followed in 1986 by Spain and Portugal [1]. establishing theEuropean Union consisting of 12
Despite the fact that, in the beginning, initiabasures  Member States, modifying forever the concept of
were just economic, they evolved into political Eyropean communityThe Treaty provisions sought
cooperation. The phrase "European Community” meansmplementation of a common foreign security policy,
a set of international organizations based on ewino \yhile defining a common defence policy, the expansi
integration and limiting the sovereignty of Member of economic integration in the monetary and paiitic
States. Member States were not asked to give UpPssues. The treaty established the duties of thepgan
sovereignty, but to transfer parts of their autlyotd Parliament, the European Council, European
European level. Early 1980s led to an opinion eWro®  commission, Court of Justice and the Court of Aardit
the importance of freedom of movement of persons|n 1995, the EU accession process continued wigh th
within the European Community. After numerous admission of Austria, Finland and Sweden.
discussions, representatives of the same European The Treaty of Amsterdansigned on 2 October

countries, namely France, Luxemburg, Germany, 1997 introduced four new large areas: freedom, ritgcu
Belgium and the Netherlands decided to create aa ar

1. INTRODUCTION
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and justice, the Union and its citizens, tryingrtgprove « increasing the efficiency of the institutions;

the effectiveness of the foreign policy. By a pomio < implementation of the economic and monetary union
attached to the Treaty, the officials managed toecommunity social dimension;

incorporate the Schengen acquis into the legal ande establishment of a common foreign and securiticpo
institutional framework of the European Union [Zhe Community policy introduces eight new areas: trans-
year 2004 brought the admission to the Union fa&r th European networks, industrial policy, consumer
following countries: Cyprus, Estonia, Latvia, Litdmia, protection, education and vocational training, yoahd
Malta, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slieven culture. Particularly important are the provisions
and Hungary, and the second wave took place in 2007economic and monetary policy, especially thosetirgja
marking the admission of Romania and Bulgaria. to the foundation of the Unique Market as a resilt
Finally, 2013 marked the admission of Croatia among economic and monetary union. To achieve this goal,
the EU member states. Under these circumstances, thMember States shall coordinate their economic f@sijc
EU currently consists of 28 Member States, five establishing multilateral control of the coordioatiand
candidate countries (Iceland, Montenegro, Turkey, follow certain rules of budgetary and financialdiidine.
Serbia, Macedonia) and 2 potential candidates (#ftha The objective of monetary policy is the introduatiof a

and Bosnia and Herzegovina). single currency (Euro) and guaranteeing the staluli
the currency, the price stability and the rulestlod
2 THE TREATY OF MAASTRICHT market economy principles [4]. Another new aspsct i

the concept of European citizenship, additional to

It was signed by the European Council on February national citizenship and the right of the free moeat
7, 1992, and represented the most profound chahge oand residence within the Community, the right tdaevo
the treaties establishing the European Communite T and to be elected to the European elections in the
European Union does not replace the old Europeanresidency state, right to diplomatic and consular
Communities, but it brings together under a common protection, and the right to petition to the Eurape
umbrella a new policy and new forms of collabonatio Parliament and to the Ombudsman.
The initial economic objective, namely the achieeem
of a common market, was overcome by the adoption of3. TREATY OF AMSTERDAM
this treaty, expressed political vocation. Markegew
phase in the European integration, the Maastricbafly It was signed on October 2, 1997, amended the
established the three pillars of the Union: thedpean Treaty of Maastricht and had 4 main objectivesplaxe
Communities, the Common Foreign and Security Policy employment and citizens' rights in the spotlighttioé
and police and judicial cooperation in criminal teed. European Union, to suppress the last obstacldwetéree

The first pillar consists of the European movement of people and enhance security, enabling
Community, the former European Coal and Steel Europe to strengthen its position globally, anéatnline
Community (ECSC) and the former Euratom and refersthe institutional architecture of the Union's figur
to areas where Member States exercise sovereigntyenlargement. Under the treaty, the employmentvierg
jointly by the Community institutions. Under thidlar, important chapter. Implementation of policies insth
the used procedure is the Community method, namelyarea lies largely in the hands of the signatortestabut
the European Commission elaborates the legislativethe treaty establishes a framework for these padici
proposal, the Council and the European Parliamaopta Thus, the objective of increased employment legel i
it and the Court guards the application of it. Beeond verified in implementing other common policies.
pillar defines the Common Foreign and Security &oli  Likewise, the employment situation is examined hg t
(CFSP), referred to in Title V of the Treaty of the European Council and the Council of Ministers
European Union. This replaces the provisions of the examines in detail the actions of the governmerits o
Single European Act and allows Member States te tak Member States. Another important issue in the yresat
joint action in foreign policy [3]. This pillar isubject to the general principle of equality (non-discrimiai. It
an intergovernmental decision-making process usedshall combat all forms of discrimination, whethersbd
unanimously. The role of the Commission and the on race, ethnic origin, political beliefs, religiosex,
Parliament is modest, and the jurisdiction of thoau® of disability, age or sexual orientation. In this @oiitit is
Justice on the matter doesn’t count. The thirdapils strengthened principle of equality between womed an
devoted to cooperation in justice and home affgiFtA) men on the work market. The new treaty providedstoo
set out in Title VI of the Treaty of the Europeanidh. for the gradual establishment of an area of freedom
The union aims to undertake joint actions to previd security and justice throughout the Union, esthbig
citizens with a high level of safety within an aref specific measures to create a European common borde
freedom, security and justice. The decision is alsocontrol, asylum and immigration. In the field of
intergovernmental and created the European PoliceCommon Foreign and Security Policy, the Treaty
Office EUROPOL and other common policies have beenintroduces new tools: the joint strategy, High
achieved through ongoing coordination and Representative for the CFSP and the new Unit for

harmonization of national objectives. The ultimgtzal Planning and Early Warning. Another innovationhs t
is to ensure common security of EU member states. inclusion within CFSP of the humanitarian and erisi
In this context, the Treaty of Maastricht answévre key management. Institutionally, the Treaty promotes th
objectives: reform of the European institutions and the enlargyet.

« strengthen the democratic legitimacy of the tositins; The Treaty established that the European law wéll b
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adopted in qualified majority in the Council of the
European Union in the fields of research and
technological development, public health and custom
cooperation [5]. Parliament will not have more tQ1®
members, regardless of the enlargement procesthand
jurisdiction of the Court of Justice extends to nawas
such as immigration, asylum, visas and border orgss
For the first time, the Treaty establishes the gipile of
subsidiarity, according to which European law decis
should be taken at the level closest to the citizen
Although it contains many provisions which faciléa
the progress of institutional reform in the Eurapea
Union, the Treaty of Amsterdam leaves unresolvedyma
important issues, such as those of social, emplagme
reducing unemployment, fiscal harmonization [6].

4. TREATY OF LISBON
The Treaty of Lisbon, known as the "Reform

Treaty" has been signed by the European Union Membe
States on December 17, 2007 and entered into furce

December 1, 2009. The Treaty amended the Treaty on

the European Union (also known as the Maastricht
Treaty) and the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community (known as the Treaty of Rome).
Due to the Treaty, the European Union integrates th
common foreign security policy, defence policy and
police and judicial cooperation in criminal matteirs a
structure which is intended to be consistent. Téeson

for the Lisbon Treaty is the fact that Europe i$ inathe
same situation as it was 60 years ago. The wasklfit

European Union proved to be more democratic and far
more effective in its endeavour to meet its goals.

This treaty is the result of negotiations betweé&h E
member countries in an intergovernmental confergince
which the Commission and Parliament were also
involved. The treaty was ratified by each of the’'s€RB
members. It was up to each country to choose the
procedure for ratification, in line with its own tignal
constitution.

The achievements of the Lisbon Treaty can be
summarized into four elements:

- a more democratic and transparent Union by irsinga
the power of the European Parliament (extensioooef
decision procedure);

- a more effective Europe due to institutional aes)

- a Europe of rights and values, freedom, soligaaiid
security (including the Charter of Fundamental Righ
into European primary law);

-Europe as a global actor (the establishment oHigé
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy.

It is important to note that the Lisbon Treaty
establishes the legal personality of the Europeaiorn)
stands as an institution of the European Coundll tae
European Central Bank and the President of the
European Council is converted into a permanent
President of the Union, with a mandate of two armdi&
years. All that has been achieved so far is theltre$ a
joint effort of nations of Europe. The two major
dimensions of European integration are deepeniry an
widening. The processes involved are complex ane ha

has changed and is not the same place as in thhe pasnany dimensions: economic, political, social, cudtu
Europe has been changing since 1959 because oThe essence of the Treaty is that the Europeanrsio

important phenomena: globalisation, demographic
increase, security vulnerabilities, climate chantes

required to provide all its citizens an area okétem,
security and justice regardless the internal bardéthe

need for green energy sources and starvation. TheMember States. European citizens have guaranteed

countries of the world in this century are facintey

challenges as well. Frontiers of the European c@mmt
and not only do not count very much in the lighttudse

issues. The European Union countries cannot efsity
these threats alone. The unity of the countriesnsiea
lot in the European context, because together,EHe
countries could stronger respond to the concernhef
public. For this, Europe needs to modernise, eafigci
since in 2013 it expanded from 27 to 28 members,tdu

freedom of movement, being adopted common measures
regarding border control, asylum and fighting oigad
crime. EU works for development of the internal kedr

and creates a platform for the sustainable devetopwf
Europe, fostering scientific and technical progress
economic, social and territorial cohesion and soitgi
among Member States. Europe as an actor on thalglob
stage will be achieved by bringing together Eurepe’
external policy tools, both when developing andidiag

the accession of Croatia to the European Union. Thenew policies [7]. The Treaty of Lisbon offered the

modern difficulties need the effective coherentiding
capacity of the European Union to function propeuty
respond to the serious threats and vulnerabilitiethe
present world. That involved redefining some of the
important rules of nation cooperation within the
European Union. The Lisbon Treaty was signed in
Lisbon (Portugal) on 13 December 2007 and estadish
new rules and new criteria within the European clie
provisions of the Lisbon Treaty tried to establghmew
and effective rules, in the political, economic;heical
and social domains. These rules aimed to meetahd n
to live up to the hopes and expectations of theofemn
public. The Treaty of Lisbon is a modern internagib
agreement which established the European Uniorislimi
and possibilities. The treaty alters the structofethe
European Union’s institutions and the working systaf
those institutions and agencies. As a final outgotine
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European Union the necessary tools to work more
effectively in the relationships with other couatriand
other international organization. The treaty allothe
European Union to promote its values in economic,
humanitarian, political and diplomatic domains. eTh
diplomatic force of the European Union has incrddse
observing the specific interests of the MembereStan
the world. A new Foreign Affairs tool has been
established. The new High Representative for thetn
in Foreign Affairs and Security Policy reinforcedet
importance, the quality and the visibility of therBpean
Union's on international level. The European Exérn
Action Service has been established, acting asnisivly

for Foreign Affairs of the European Union. The
mentioned service will provide specialized backaunul
support to the High Representative [8]. Establiglone
single institution to represent the European Uribroad
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will strengthen the Union's negotiating power. All The European Court of Auditoshall examine how
dialogues between the European Union and othed thir EU funds are managed; serving to guarantee European
countries will be more effective on the world staged citizens that public money is spent effectively.dties
more convincing. Progress in European Security andnot have legal force, if irregularities are detdcstould
Defence Policy will preserve special decision-mgkin inform the European Anti-Fraud Office. Also, thisu@t
arrangements but also pave the way towards reieforc submits reports to the European Commission and
cooperation amongst a smaller group of Member State Member State governments. European Parliament,
[9]. The European institutions are organized aneraig European Council and European Commission shall be
in accordance with the procedures and objectives ofassisted by the Economic and Social Committee had t
European law. Committee of the Regions, both being advisory badie

The Parliaments made up of representatives of EU The Lisbon Treaty explicitly recognizes for thesfir
citizens directly elected by them through a nationa time, the possibility for a Member State to withdra
election process. MEPs are elected by direct, &nee from the Union.
secret ballot for a term of five years, each Menthte
having a number between 6 and 96 MPs, accordimgly t
the principle of representativeness and decreasingS' CONCLUSIONS
proportionately. The total number of MEPs is no enor
than 750.

The European Councis made up of all the Heads
of State or Government of the Member States ples t
President of the Council and High Representativethef
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. The
Council's role is mainly political, setting the geal
political priorities of the Union and the centrdidjectives
of its policy.

The European Commissions the European
institution which constantly promotes the genemnédiiest
of the Union and takes all necessary steps inrégard.

So, it has the power to monitor how legal normghef
European treaties are implemented in national lad a
applied in the Member States. The Commission has
legislative initiative in almost all areas of actjoand
coordinates overall activities unit. Each memberthef
Commission is selected on the basis of competende a
professional reputation for a term of five years] anust
carry out its professional work in complete
independence, serving the interests of the Europea
Union. Each commissioner represents a state of the
European Union.

The Council of Ministersis composed of 28 6. REFERENCES
Ministers representing each Member State. The Iprofi
of the Minister is given by the problem analyzedisTis
a decision-making body that coordinates the ecooomi
policies of the Union, having common legislativedan
budgetary powers with the European Parliament.

The EU Court of Justiceonstrues EU law to ensure
that it is applied in the same way in all EU coiedr It
also settles legal disputes between EU governnants
the European institutions. Individuals, businesses
societies or organizations could bring a case befoe
Court of Justice if it considers that their rightsve been
violated by a European institution. The Court oftihe
shall consist of one judge from each Member Stait,

a term of six years, and has the support of niteeretys
general.

The European Central Banks responsible for
defining and implementing the Union's economic and
monetary policy. However the Central Bank moniterie
the European currency and prices stability in tmgob),
with the role of maintaining financial system stei

As shown, the European structure is based on
h contemporary European legal rules, which are design
to operate and maintain a complex mechanism. Kinall
this mechanism should provide multiple benefits to
European citizens. Because they are the ultimate
beneficiaries, it is not possible to analyze theolgean
Union without the contribution of citizens, without
democratization process of European constructidre T
Lisbon Treaty is the last Agreement to alter the
European law, which established modern institutiamd
effective working process. The current conditiorfs o
financial crisis, serious for some European coesfri
were the origin of the Eurosceptic current along. EU
Therefore, the Lisbon Treaty is especially impatrtanm
the innovations. Investments in "green technoldgies
with close European cooperation will lead to an
increased quality of life and long-term welfarel tese
are the premises on which all European actors will
ontribute to the maintenance and development of
uropean institutions and mechanisms.
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